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Early Assembly Actions = wis 


(Through Saturday) 


Boggs is elected Moderator. . . . Urges loyalty to Presbyterian pro- 
cedures in deciding impending questions. . . . Retiring Moderator, 
Frank W. Price, stirs Assembly in opening sermon with implications 
of doctrine that “all souls belong to God.” . . . Inter-Church Rela- 
tions committee finds anti-union majority predominating in its 
membership 22-16 but early tests make pro-union commissioners 
confident of Assembly approval of union as they hear of unanimous 
vote for union by USA Assembly and 244-3 vote by United Presby- 
terians. ... Montreat College problem debated briefly then referred. 
... World Missions ad interim report, in surprise action by authors, is 
referred to the Board of World Missions for year-long study and 
report back. ... Richmond wins bid for 1955 Assembly over Char- 
lotte 189-187. . . . Segregation is called un-Christian and church- 
wide appeal is made for its abolition. Vote is 236-169... . Recent 
Supreme Court action is commended “in principle.” . . . Survey is 
encouraged to make requested advances and improvements. . . . As- 
sembly is stirred by Bonnell and Templeton talks in evangelism con- 
ference. ...R. E. Kell calls elders to higher level of Christian per- 
formance. . . . Joint hymnal progress is reported, with prospect of 
completion by fall of 1955. ... Stated Clerk and Assistant re-elected 
for three-year term. 














Letters to the Editors 





Evangelism Slogans Offered for ‘55 Effort 





These . . . Now Others? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

In response to a letter signed by Secre- 
tary McCorkle and printed in your April 
26, 1954, issue, may I suggest three ten- 
tative slogans for use by the Division of 
Evangelism? 

My first thought on this matter brought 
to mind “Going My Way?” but perhaps 
there is too much association with the 
Church of Rome for our use at this time. 
My second thoughts turned to using 
words of Christ, such as “Lovest Thou 
Me?” and “Follow Thou Me.” 

These suggestions are submitted for 
your consideration with the understand- 
ing that they may have been previously 
used or rejected. 

JEANNE (Mrs. B. W.) DEAN. 
Austin, Texas 


Parents and TV 


To THE OOTLOOK: 

“Parents Not Concerned Over TV 
Viewing, Survey Shows” (OuTLooK head- 
line, May 3). 

Recently a friend and I visited one 
evening in a Presbyterian home. The 
parents are church officers; he an elder. 
While we four adults considered church 
matters, the young children continued to 
watch a story on television. They were 
so completely absorbed in the thing that I 
followed it to see what they found so in- 
teresting. 

The woman, the “star,” had been having 
an affair with a man in a nearby city. 
Where I came in she had just disposed of 
her husband by shooting him, and had 
admitted to her living room a third man, 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying .. . 


Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 
From the Mary Hurley Class 
Festus, Missouri 


Mrs. Joseph Wilson Mrs. Edgar Lovelace 
Mrs. Donald C. Page Inez Bennett 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 
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known previously and invited to her home 
for a “date.” 

She held the gun on him and explained 
that in a moment she would shoot him 
with “his gun” in “self-defense,” and call 
the police, telling them that he had en- 
tered the house and killed her husband. 
(The man had just been released from 
prison.) 

Then, according to the code, “right 
triumphed” (7?) at this late time by the 
arrival of a policeman who overheard the 
woman, arrested and took her away, as 
she quoted Oscar Wilde. 

The immoral tale lasted perhaps 27 
minutes and the other part maybe a 
minute and a half. 

When the children “came up for air” 
the parents were still speaking of the 


needs the church. 
of J Dattas READER. 


Emphases 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Oh, no! Not another one! I was be- 
ginning to think that we might have at 
least a year or so just to sort of get ac- 
quainted with Jesus and what He would 
have us be. But now, we gotta get in 
harness again and double everything! In 
the next three years, too. I declare to 
goodness it makes me feel like Alice and 
the Red Queen with her insistent cry of 
“Faster, Faster!” 

Doesn’t it seem rather odd that we 
should think only of Christ Our Savior 
in 1955, Our Teacher in 1956, and our Lord 
in 1957? Is Christ to be thus divided? 
Can we be sure that the Holy Spirit is 
going to thus direct the thinking of all 
2,000 of our pastors and that each of the 
congregations is in need of this particular 
emphasis at this particular time, in their 
particular state of growth and develop- 
ment? 

Could it not be that we would be better 
off without high-sounding slogans which 
are at best just slogans, and at worst “dis- 
honest gimmicks,” and to concern our- 
selves not so much with the achieving of 
particular goals, but with meeting the 
real need of real people with the real 


; 
gospel? CHAUNCEY V. FARRELL. 


Texarkana, Ark. 


No Corner on Salvation 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Is it true that one religious denomina- 
tion may have a corner on the salvation 
of souls? This seems to be one of the 
fanciful implications being made by those 
opposed to the reunion of our Presby- 
terian groups. Are their prejudices based 
on fact or fancy? 

Another fancy arises from the old the- 
ological conflict between liberalism and 
conservatism, dating back to the social 
gospel emphasis during the twenties. 

About fifteen years ago the liberals dis- 
covered that this world would not become 
progressively better through merely im- 
proved legislation and more education. 
The threat of the second World War re- 
futed this thesis. Liberalism had no 
foundation in fact and died a natural 
death. (The issue is so dead that it is 
quite difficult to find the label of liberal- 
ism on clergymen who have kept abreast 
with history.) 

The impact of this realization fostered 
the return to fundamentals—the neo- 
orthodox position, i. e., the needful return 


to the spiritual enlightenment and Chris- 
tian zeal of the Reformation, which in 
turn had recaptured the spirit of first 
century Christianity. And the chief char- 
acteristic which set the early Christians 
apart from others was their “love for 
their brethren.” 

Tha gradual diversion, since the Re. 
formation, into many denominations, was 
occasioned in most part by magnifying 
differences. To advance the Kingdom of 
God, isn’t it imperative to unite as one 
body under “one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism”? And as Christians first; Pres- 
byterians second? 

As one who first professed Christ as a 
Methodist, then had his heart warmed as 
a U. S. Presbyterian, was married by a 
Baptist minister, and served several USA 
Presbyterian churches as pastor, I do not 
want it on my conscience that I hindered 
the advance of God’s Kingdom by a nega- 
tive vote on reunion. How would the 
Lord vote on this question? 

Marshall, N. C. L. RICHARD MELLIN 


Roman Catholic Converts 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have been asked to gather as much 
factual material as possible on Roman 
Catholics who have become active mem- 
bers of Protestant churches. I will great- 
ly appreciate your cooperation in secur- 
ing this type of conversion material by the 
printing of this letter in your journal. 

Pastors are invited to send me either 
brief accounts of Roman Catholics who 
have become Protestants, or the names and 
addresses of members of their churches 
who have been Roman Catholics. Such 
factual data, names and addresses, should 
be sent to my home address, 163 Greenway 
Rd., Glen Rock, New Jersey. Thanks very 


much. STaNrey I. STUBER. 


12 Times in 5 Minutes 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

For some time I have been overwhelmed 
by the use of the potential mood in public 
prayer. Is it the lack of faith in God’s 
positive promises that makes a preacher 
say, “Lord, we pray that thou mightest 
give us strength that we might do thy 
will’’? 

Wherever these mights came from, they 
have recently bred mightily. In listening 
over the radio to a Sunday morning pray- 
er before the sermon I have just heard a 
preacher use might twelve times in five 
minutes! What a watering down of God’s 
power and will to help us! Our Savior 
says, “Him that cometh unto me I will 
in no wise cast out.” 

I am happy to say that my own pastor’s 
faith and preaching are too strong for the 
use of any mights. He prays that God 


will in order that we shall. HEARER. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS 

NOTE:—(1) Baccalaureate preacher; 
(2) Commencement speaker; (3) other 
speaker. 
HONORARY DEGREES 

Davidson, N. C.—D.D.: Michael Testa, 
missionary to Portugal; Allan M. Frew, 
First (USA) church, Detroit, Mich.; 
D.Sc.: Alexander Sprunt, ornithologist, 
Charleston, S. C.; LL.D.: Chancellor Ru- 
fus H. Fitzgerald, University of Pitts- 
burgh: Jas. A. Jones, Charlotte, N. C., 
minister; Walter S. Robertson, Assistant 
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 

Emory, Ga.—LL.D.: Wallace M. Alston, 
Agnes Scott College. 
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Boggs Is Elected to Lead 1954 General Assembly 


Pension Head Succeeds Price 
As Presiding Officer of 
High Court 

Wade H. Boggs, executive secretary of 
the Board of Annuities and Relief was 
elected Moderator of the General Assem- 
bly at its opening 1954 session at Mon- 
treat. 

Dr. Boggs won by a vote of 278-159 
over Stuart R. Oglesby, Atlanta pastor. 
The nomination of Dr. Boggs had been 
generally expected for a good many 
months but that of Dr. Oglesby was 
known to few before the day the Assem- 
bly opened. 

The election of the new Moderator 
followed the opening of the 94th session 
by the sermon of Frank W. Price, the 
retiring Moderator. Dr. Price’s sermon 
appears in this issue, beginning on 
page 7. 

Dr. Boggs, who is to retire in Septem- 
ber, was nominated by Warner L. Hall, 
Charlotte, N. C., pastor recognized as a 
proponent of union, and the nomination 
was seconded by John R. Richardson, 
Atlanta pastor, an opponent, though Dr. 
Boggs is generally recognized as favor- 
ing union. The significance of the sup- 
port of opponents of union was a matter 
of speculation among the commissioners. 

Dr. Oglesby, also an advocate of union, 
was nominated by John W. Melton, pas- 
tor in Baton Rouge, La., and seconded 
by John B. Dickson, Tampa, Fla., pastor. 


Hall Speaks 


Dr. Boggs, in the nominating speech 
of Dr. Hall, was described as a great 
preacher . . . he started in Texas (And 
anybody who can start with that handi- 
cap and overcome it, he said, has some- 
thing that we lesser men lack!) . . . He 
has been an effective pastor . . . he has 
served the church in many capacities: 
The Annuities and Relief funds, accord- 
ing to experts, said Dr. Hall, are the best 
among those funds in America... . He is 
a Calvanist by conviction. You don’t 
shove him around. He bears no tags or 
labels. He can serve us through this 
year and weld us into one. 

The seconding speech by Dr. Richard- 
son followed immediately. He is a mem- 
ber of the Annuities and Relief Board. 
He said Dr. Boggs is not a neophyte but 
a man who has been able to study every 
department of our church. He is a vet- 
eran of long experience. He is a man of 
unalloyed, unaffected humility, with 





94th MODERATOR — Wade H. 

Boggs, Sr., retiring secretary of the 

Board of Annuities and Relief of At- 

lanta, is the Assembly’s Moderator 
for the coming year. 


nothing of the dictator in him. Through 
the leadership of Dr. Boggs, he said, 
“our church exceeds any church in Amer- 
ica that I know anything about in what 
we are doing today for our retired ser- 
vants of the church.” He is not the most 
glamorous candidate that we might pro- 
pose but he would have a stabilizing in- 
fluence on our Assembly that we need at 
this time. He will never violate the 
proprieties of his office. He has a fine 
sense of the fitness of things. 


Oglesby Nomination 

In presenting the name of Dr. Oglesby, 
Dr. Melton said, “The Southland and 
our church face the greatest opportunity 
we have ever faced. There is one man 
born for this hour. He can stand and 
give our church the kind of leadership 
it needs today. His wide experience as 
pastor, author, and servant of the church 
in many areas was described. He was the 
leader in organizing the Atlanta Christian 
Council and the Georgia Council of 
Churches. For nearly 25 years he has 
done the unusual thing in Central church 
in Atlanta, facing Capital Hill. Every- 
thing started leaving the old downtown 
neighborhood, but he never thought of 
leaving. Instead he said, How can we 
best serve? Now this church, grown in 


Moderator Expresses Confidence 
Despite Severity of Issues 
To Be Decided 


strength and influence, supported by its 
people in a broad benevolence program, 
brings in 60% of its Sunday school from 
families that are not in Central church. 
There he stands in a changing social 
condition, in a state that needs Christian 
leadership. He is the man we need for 
this year as the Moderator of our Assem- 
bly. 

Dr. Dickson said he is not only an 
outstanding minister but he is that in 
a church made famous by his precedes- 
sors: Rice and Strickler and Lacy. 

With commissioners coming in late, 
some did not arrive in time for this elec- 
tion. With 437 (out of a maximum of 
460) casting ballots, the result showed 
Boggs, 278; Oglesby, 159. A motion 
was then made to make the election unan- 
imous and Dr. Boggs was presented by 
those who had nominated him. 

Dr. Price welcomed the new Modera- 
tor, voicing the hope “that the unity 
expressed in this standing vote will per- 
vade the Assembly over which you pre- 
side.” 


Celtic Cross Presented 


He then presented the traditional 
(since 1949) Celtic Cross which goes 
from Moderator to Moderator, both in 
the U. S. church and also in the USA 
and United Presbyterian Assemblies. 
The crosses were presented by Harrison 
Ray Anderson, Chicago pastor and form- 
er USA Moderator, with the hope that 
eventually the three crosses may be 
welded into one. 

Dr. Price, saying that he did not want 
to appear to make a “Protestant prelate” 
out of Dr. Boggs, placed the cross about 
his neck, calling attention to the fact that 
it is not a crucifix, but a cross, the sym- 
bol of sacrifice and redemption and of 
our ever-living Lord and Savior. 

Dr. Boggs responded, expressing a 
“sense of profunded gratitude” and say- 
ing he was “overwhelmed by a feeling of 
responsibility.” Then he said: 

“I’m sure that every commissioner here, 
as well as all of guests, is fully aware that 
we are living in a crucial period in the 
life of our church. Many are viewing 
many of the decisions which confront us 
here this week with misgivings, aye, some 
with fear. 

“I feel, however, that there is definite 
reason for confidence; First of all, if 








we will but make use of the Presbyterian 
procedures in handling these difficult and 
delicate problems that confront us, and 
then will abide by the results of this proc- 
ess, I am confident. 

“The Presbyterian procedures were de- 
veloped to deal with just exactly such mo- 
mentous decisions as those which you and 
I must make here in this session of the 
General Assembly. 

“Another reason for my feeling of con- 
fidence is that our brotherhood is built 
upon the basic principle of Christian love. 
Christian love resolves difficulties. I was 
impressed by an article this week, writ- 
ten by Senator Paul Douglass, under the 
caption, The Wisest Advice I Ever Had. 
Senator Douglass tells about participating 
in a Friends meeting. Utter silence pre- 
vailed, he says. Presently there arose a 
Friend who said, ‘If you are ever com- 
pelled to differ from another, state your 
differences, state them frankly, but,’ he 
added, ‘be sure that your eye, your lips, 
your whole personality declares in an 
unmistakable way, I love you.’ 

“Those of you who know the life of 
Senator Douglass will be fully aware of 
the fact that he has had more than his 
share of controversy and yet, he says, he 
has succeeded in maintaining a poise be- 
coming a Christian character because he 
has kept uppermost this spirit of love. 

“Now, my invitation to you, my brethren 
of the General Assembly, is that we shall 
approach these difficult and delicate de- 
cisions that we shall have to make, in that 
same spirit outlined by Senator Douglass, 
and I am sure that as we yield ourselves 
to the Spirit of God, we shall find the way 
and the answer.” 


Price Reports for Year 

Dr. Price offered the Assembly a report 
on his work during the past year. This 
was received and he was warmly com- 
mended for his untiring efforts and far- 
reaching service. He travelled into the 
bounds of all 16 synods and 53 of the 84 
presbyteries. Despite 153 sermons and 
addresses away from his own congrega- 
tion, he was forced to decline about 120 
invitations. In referring to the volume of 
correspondence, he said, “I must say that 
I have really enjoved it, about 95 per 
cent of it.” 

Dr. Price did not tell the Assembly 
but it is known that individual friends 
contributed funds which made possible 
the necessary secretarial and other help 
required by the duties of the Moderatorial 
office during the year. For Moderators 
without church or agency staff already 
employed, the Assembly does not now 
make the necessary provision for this 
need, growing in volume because of the 
more extensive demands made upon the 
Moderator. 

Dr. Price’s report concluded: 

“Profound changes are taking place in 
our Southland and in the world of today. 
We are called to meet new opportunities 
with vision, faith and courage. May we 
be worthy of our precious heritage and of 
our great mission in this era of exacting 
transition and thrilling opportunity. May 
we be faithful to our Lord and Christ and 
obedient to his will for us. ‘So long as 
his power has blest us, sure it still, will 
lead us on.’” 

Charles L. King, Houston, Texas, 
pastor and former Assembly Moderator 


4 


was prevented from attending as a com- 
missioner because of the serious illness 
of his daughter in E] Paso, Texas. The 
Assembly was led in prayer for the Kings 
by C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary 
of world missions. 

Under the rules of the Assembly, the 
entire morning was spent in getting as 
much of the business as possible trans- 
acted by the standing committees. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON 

The worship was led by Chalmers W. 
Alexander, Jackson, Miss., elder. 

E. C. Scott, who has served in the 
Stated Clerk’s office for the past 28 years 
(first as assistant before becoming Stated 
Clerk) was re-elected by acclamation for 
a term of three years after Dr. Price had 
paid high tribute to his work. P. J. 
Garrison, Jr., was also re-elected as- 
sistant Stated Clerk. 

Report of the Negro Work Campaign, 
(OuTLooK, May 31) which secured 
$2,223,354 in cash and pledges, was 
reported by P. D. Miller, chairman and 
the Assembly expressed, by a rising vote, 
“thanks for a job well done.” 

The joint American Presbyterian hym- 
nal, enlisting the cooperation of the lead- 
ing Presbyterian bodies of the country, 
was announced by Albert J. Kissling, 
chairman, as likely not ready for the 1955 
General Assembly as previously indi- 
cated (OuTLOoK, May 31) but by No- 
vember of 1955. 

Most of the time of the afternoon ses- 
sion was consumed by a discussion of 
Montreat College. P. D. Miller reported 
for the ad interim committee that this 
committee had been unable to agree on 
recommendations (OvuTLOOK, Apr. 26). 
He said half of the committee was com- 
posed of the trustees of Montreat College 
and half from the professional educators 
who had no connections with Montreat. 
The question that the committee gave its 
attention to, he said, was not what kind 
of an institution should be maintained 
at Montreat but how the present institu- 
tion should be supported. 

Debate on this issue resulted, finally, 
in having the matter referred to the 
standing committee on educational insti- 
tutions. 

C. J. Matthews, Zachary, La., urged 
a resolution to encourage the trustees in 
their work. J. R. McCain, Decatur, Ga., 
offered a substitute which was defeated, 
designed to reaffirm previous deliverances 
of the Assembly, saying, (1) the Assem- 
bly is willing for the property to be used 
as a school; (2) the college is a Presby- 
terian institution, controlled by the direc- 
tors of the Mountain Retreat Association ; 
(3) at whatever level it operates it must 
become fully accredited; and (4) the 
General Assembly will not accept respon- 
sibility for the school or give financial 
support to it. He said that R. C. Ander- 
son some years ago had certified to the 
Southern Association that the use of the 
buildings and grounds was worth $40,000 


annually. This figure is now estimated 
at $50,000. The policy of the General 
Assembly for 40 years, he said, is that 
it will not support an institution at Mon- 
treat. 

James L. Fowle, chairman of the col- 
lege trustees and a Chattanooga, Tenn., 
pastor, opposed the substitute, speaking 
as he does each year on this subject. He 
said the Assembly should “stand back 
of us and we'll give you the kind of 
school you want.” He said he was not 


impressed by the “generosity” of the pro-- 


posed instructions: accredit the school— 
with what? He said the Assembly has 
made exceptions to its rule of support of 
college by synods (Stillman, Assembly’s 
Training School) and why not here at 
Montreat ? 

W. S. Thorington, Signal Mountain, 
Tenn., and John Reed Miller, Jackson, 
Miss., opposed the substitute. It was 
defeated by a large vote. 

David L. Stitt, Austin Seminary pres- 
ident, proposed reference to the standing 
committee on educational institutions for 
recommendation later in the Assembly 
and this was approved. 


World Missions 

Stuart R. Oglesby was called to pre- 
side over the Assembly. Next item on 
the docket was the long ad interim report 
on World Missions. John A. Redhead, 
Greensboro, N. C., pastor and chairman 
of the committee, took the Assembly by 
surprise by not asking for adoption of 
the report (OurLook, Apr. 19) but 
rather that it be referred to the Board of 
World Missions for report during the 
next year. This was unanimously ap- 
proved and the Assembly found itself in 
mid-afternoon with nothing to do. The 
docket was advanced and worship was 
led by J. Chester Frist, Mobile, Ala., 
pastor. 

The list of ministers who died during 
the past year numbered 41, including 
four former Moderators of the Assem- 
bly: Harris E. Kirk, George Summey, 
Thomas K. Young and P. Frank Price. 


FRIDAY EVENING 

Two Assembly boards described their 
program during the evening session— 
Annuities and Relief and Women’s Work. 
The Moderator, Dr. Boggs, received a 
tribute of thanks from the board for his 
service. Charles J. Currie, the secre- 
tary-elect, was presented and he discuss- 
ed the objectives of the board. 

Leaders in the Women’s Work program 
told of their program and activities: Mrs. 
H. C. Bleckschmidt, Mrs. W. H. Hop- 
per, Miss Evelyn Green, and Miss Janie 
McGaughey, the secretary. Miss Mc- 
Gaughey’s 25 years of service were recog- 
nized as the Assembly stood in tribute 
and J. R. McCain led in prayer. 

At an early breakfast Saturday the 
elders heard a moving address by Rob- 
ert E. Kell, of Bristol, Va. This will 


appear in these columns. 
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Saturday morning, like Friday, was 
spent in standing committee meetings. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

Fred V. Poag, Columbia, S. C. pastor, 
led the opening worship. 

The Moderator appointed the specified 
five assistants to the Moderator to help 
in the work of the meeting: Geo. D. Jack- 
son, Winchester, Va.; Ronald S. Wilson, 
Miami, Fla.; Robt. F. Head, Atlanta; 
Charles Wurster, Sr., Jonesville, La.; 
and Eldon D. Wilson, Richmond, Va. 

Wm. M. Elliott, Dallas, and Julian 
Lake, Winston-Salem, N. C., were to lead 
the communion service on Sunday. Stuart 
R. Oglesby had already been named to 
preach the sermon. 


Richmond in 1955 


The place of meeting for the 1955 As- 
sembly developed into the liveliest contest 
in some years, with both Charlotte and 
Richmond inviting the meeting. W. E. 
Price and Warner L. Hall invited the 
meeting to Charlotte to join in celebrating 
the 200th anniversary of Presbyterianism 
(in organized congregations) in the 
Mecklenburg area. Richmond’s invita- 
tion, on behalf of East Hanover Presby- 
tery, was for the celebration of the 200th 
anniversary of organization of the first 
southern presbytery — Hanover — from 
which what is now the Southern church 
came. The invitation was presented by 
John H. Marion, Paul Tudor Jones, 
Eldon D. Wilson, and also by Marshall 
C. Dendy, in extending the courtesies of 
the Board of Christian Education lo- 
cated in Richmond. 

The vote was registered as 189-187 for 
Richmond. Dr. Hall then moved that it 
be made unanimous. 

An invitation for 1956 from the Wood- 
row Wilson Foundation in Staunton, Va., 
was read and Thomas A. Fry of Bristol, 
Tenn., told the Assembly that his city 
also expected to invite the body there in 
1956. 

The Assembly approved recommended 
action designed to strengthen The Sur- 
vey, monthly promotional publication, as 
a servant to the agencies, the Assembly 
and the entire church constituency as 
asked by the directors (OUTLOOK, May 
oa}. 


Segregation Report 

The special committee on Christian 
Relations, considering, among other 
items, the segregation issue, was called 
to make its report next. Dr. Poag was 
the chairman. The Assembly approved 
certain structural and _ organizational 
changes in the Council of Christian Re- 
lations, as requested by the Council and 
the Board of Church Extension. This 
enables the Council to operate within the 
board but make its reports directly to 
the Assembly. 

The standing committee was unani- 
mous in approving the Council’s report 
on segregation (OvTLooK, May 3). This 
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statement affirms that enforced segrega- 
tion ‘‘is discrimination which is out of 
harmony with Christian theology and 
ethics” and it says that “the church, in 
its relationship to cultural patterns, 
should lead rather than follow.” 

Then it called for the trustees of As- 
sembly institutions of higher education 
(which would include the Assembly’s 
Training School, which has already 
moved in this direction, and Montreat 
College and Stillman) to “adopt a policy 
of opening the doors of these institutions 
to all races.’ Synods are urged to do 
the same in regard to their colleges and 
schools, as are the various conferences of 
the church. 

Sessions are called upon to admit per- 
sons to membership and fellowship in 
the congregations “on the scriptural basis 
of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ with- 
out reference to race.” 

This was the issue brought before 
the Assembly and what was being urged 
for approval, backed by the Council on 
Christian Relations and the standing 
committee. 

Tom Glasgow, Charlotte, N. C., elder 
opened the debate, urging postponement 
for a year, until after the Supreme Court 
enters its decree on the public school 
issue. He said he had never come to a 
decision about the matter but he felt 
that any action at this time was unwise. 

A parliamentary tangle involved the 
Assembly for a while. Then R. D. Lit- 
tleton, Hattiesburg, Miss., minister 
moved to table the matter. This proved 
to be a test vote since the Assembly voted 
239-165 not to table. 


Miller Speaks 


Then the matter was opened up for 
what proved to be a brief debate. Don- 
ald G. Miller, Union Seminary professor 
of New Testament said the decisive word 
on the subject (to appear here in full). 
Dr. Miller said, In a court of Jesus Christ 
we have only one place to go to reconcile 
our differences of opinion. We say that 
the Scriptures take precedence over tra- 
dition, yet we are in danger of allowing 
a contemporary tradition to take prece- 
dence over the Bible. 

He then outlined briefly what he feels 
to be the Biblical teaching on this ques- 
tion. Divisions among men are not 
native among them but are the result of 
human sin. The church exists to bear 
witness to the restored unity of mankind 
in a society that knows nothing about it. 
The only division that the Scripture 
knows among men is between saint and 
sinner, believer and unbeliever. 

When the Scriptures seem to bear out 
what we want them to say, he said, we 
like to follow, but our task is to follow 
even when they cut across our practices. 
We are faced now with a great issue— 
whether we are going to follow our Lord. 

Rex Brown, a young elder from North 
Kansas City, Mo., followed, with a state- 


ment that the great sin of the church is 
that we have not led on so great an issue 
as this. We have let the secular world 
lead the way. It is not befitting that 
the followers of Jesus Christ should 
act in this way toward our brothers. For 
many of us, this action may mean sacri- 
fice, but we are called upon to sacrifice, 
even if it means taking up a cross. 

Dr. E. Z. Browne, New Orleans, call- 
ed for a period of silent prayer, which 
was closed by the Moderator. 

John R. Wallace, a Memphis elder, 
made the only speech in opposition at 
this point. He said the report had been 
a shock to him. He told of the progress 
of the Negro Work campaign. He said 
this will disrupt our church for when- 
ever you open the doors for Negroes, 
people are going out the other door. What 
are we going to do with that million dol- 
lars we raised for Negro churches? If 
we take this action it should go back 
to the people who gave it. If you force 
this upon the church at this time you are 
going to disrupt hundreds of churches 
in the South. 

The question was called and the mar- 
gin of votes stood practically where it 
was on the earlier effort to table (239- 
165). Now the vote was 236-169 to ap- 
prove—a margin of 67 votes. 

The former Moderator, Dr. Price, ex- 
pressed himself in a newspaper statement 
as “extremely pleased” by this action. 

“This is a second Supreme Court de- 
cision,” he said. “The Assembly is the 
high court of Southern Presbyterians and 
although the action is not mandatory on 
individual churches, it will have a tre- 
mendous impact on them. I think it 
means that our church will take the lead 
on this vital issue.” 


Supreme Court Action 


The debate on the same issue was re- 
vived by a later recommendation of the 
standing committee, sending out “A 
Statement to Southern Christians” with 
comments on the recent Supreme Court 
decision on segregation in the public 
schools. 

This statement, finally adopted, in 
something of an anti-climax, “commends 
the principle of the (Supreme Court) de- 
cision and urges all members of our 
churches to consider thoughtfully and 
prayerfully the complete solution of the 
problem involved. It also urges all our 
people to lend their assistance to those 
charged with the duty of implementing 
the decision, and to remember that ap- 
peals to racial prejudice will not help but 
hinder the accomplishment of this aim.” 

Mr. Littleton again sought defeat of 
this paper. He said, ‘The whole phi- 
losophy of our idea of the Negro has been 
called in question. . . . I do love the 
Negro . . . but some of us believe that 
God made two races. . . . I doubt the wis- 
dom of approving this at this particular 
time.” 








Geo. H. Murray, Galax, Va., wanted 
delay and J. B. Sloan, Union, S. C., 
wanted no position taken on this ques- 
tion by the Assembly. The earlier state- 
ment, he said, evidently interprets the 
mind of this body. 

G. Aiken Taylor, Burlington, N. C., 
cpposed the statement. 

Dr. Oglesby proposed that the paper 
be received instead of adopted, sent out 
for study, and the recommendation adopt- 
ed. ‘This was done. 

C. Edward Davis, Greenville, S. C., 
wanted the statement sent to the Supreme 
Court with a request that the Court set 
no detinite time for de-segregation of the 
schools, with the states instructed to ac- 
complish it as rapidly as possible. A 
smal] handful of votes supported this. 

I. E. Wallace, a retired minister of 
Clemson, S. C., introduced a seldom-seen 
parliamentary move when he requested 
a roll call vote. ‘We're making history 
and a man ought to be willing to go on 
record for what he is doing.” When 
there was no vocal second to the motion 
he reminded the Moderator that this mo- 
tion must be seconded by one-third of 
the Assembly. When this was put and 
commissioners desiring to second the mo- 
tion were asked to stand only one man 
in the entire Assembly started to stand 
for a moment, never got fully to his feet, 
and then sat down. 

A pouring rain at recess time held the 
commissioners in session for a longer 
period, with one or two remaining items 
(Christian Faith and Communism, Ovt- 
LOOK, May 24) carried over to Monday. 


SATURDAY EVENING 

The General Council program, with its 
“Forward With Christ” three-year plan 
(OvuTLooK, Apr. 26), featured the even- 
ing schedule. Jas. A. Jones, Charlotte, 
N. C., minister and General Council 
chairman led the program, with W. E. 
Phifer, Kansas City; Mrs. A. Walton 
Litz, Little Rock; John V. Matthews, 
Fayetteville, Tenn.; Leighton McCutch- 
en, Nashville, Tenn., and J. G. Patton, 
Council secretary, speaking. 


SUNDAY 

Before commissioners went to church 
on Sunday, they were confronted by a 
quarter-page advertisement in the Ashe- 
ville Citizen-Times, signed by W. H. B. 
Simpson of Greenville, S. C., one of the 
owners of the Simpson-Belk stores in 
South Carolina. Mr. Simpson has been 
circularizing the commissioners and oth- 
ers in the church extensively in recent 
weeks in opposition to union. In his 
paid advertisement, headed ‘Important 
Message to the General Assembly in 1954 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S.,” he 
said: 

“May I Ask? 

“(A) Are the action and Edicts of the 
General Assembly those of God or the 
Devil? 

“(B) Only way of looking on this is 
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whether these edicts and actions conform 
or conflict with the Bible. 

“(C) That is, if we are Presbyterians 
U. S. who ostensibly believe ‘the Word of 
God in the Holy Bible is the only rule by 
which we can love and obey God.’ 

“If we do not believe the last paragraph 
above we should not subscribe to the 
tenets and name of the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. Likewise if we do not be- 
lieve that the Bible is the Word of God 
as contained in the Old and New Testa- 
ments we are not Presbyterians, U. S. 

Then he quoted John 3:16 and said, 
“Makes us all spiritually united.” 

“May I Submit the Following Reasons 
for No Unification? 

“(1) Doctrinally: We are purer per 
statements of leaders in U. S. A. vs U. S. 


Church. (Last Chapter Book of Num- 
bers) 

“(2) Governmentally: We are more 
scriptural. 


“(3) Organically: We are more closely 
united. 

“(4) Economically: 
ficient. 

“(5) Finally: ‘How can two walk to- 
gether unless they be agreed’? (Book of 
Amos). Respectfully, W. H. B. Simpson, 
Contributor to U. S. Church and U. S. A. 
Church.” 


We are more ef- 


It was generally known throughout the 
Assembly that a preponderance of anti- 


... for Gifts 


e WEDDING 
e ANNIVERSARY 
e GRADUATION 


$1.50 (cloth) 
$1 (gift binding, boxed, with 


marriage certificate) 


union men had succeeded in getting 
places on the standing committee on in- 
ter-church relations and that the vote 
in that committee was 22-16 to dismiss 
the committee on union and stop all efforts 
toward union. It was expected that Chal- 
mers Alexander, Jackson, Miss., lawyer, 
would lead the anti-union group for the 
committee and that the pro-union minor- 
ity would ask for submission of the union 
question to the presbyteries. 


UPs VOTE OVERWHELMINGLY 


Sunday morning papers showed 
that the United Presbyterians, meet- 
ing in Akron, Ohio, had done almost 
as well as the USA Presbyterians the 
week before in Detroit. The USA 
body voted unanimously to approve 
the plan and send it to the presby- 
teries. United Presbyterians voted 
244-3 to do the same. 

Anyway, as Sunday dawned, the com- 
missioners prepared for worship, the 
communion service and a slight oppor- 
tunity for rest. 

The afternoon session was scheduled 
for greetings by fraternal delegates. 


Read What These Reviewers Say: 


@ “I wish that this book could be read by all 
young people who have reached the dating 
age, by all who are about to be married, and 
by all who have been married. My only regret 
in connection with the book is that I did not 
have the privilege of reading it in the days of 
my youth. And yet we have found it inspiring 
even after we have observed our golden an- 


niversary."—Walter L. Lingle in Christian 
Observer. 

e@ “Beautifully printed on high quality paper, 
attractively bound . . . this is the best mar- 
riage booklet we’ve seen yet. Ideal for... 
gift to the newly married. It is filled with 
Christian spirituality and common sense.”— 
Baptist Leader. 


‘ [CiebuettemeE CLIP AND MAIL —~————— anita | 
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| 1 N. Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Va. | 
| Please send me FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, by Kenneth J. Foreman 
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THE MODERATORS SPEAK 





ALL SOULS 


Sermon of the Retiring Moderator at the Opening of the 94th General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., Montreat, N. C. 


As I live, saith the Lord . . 
are mine.—Ezekiel 18 :3-4. 


N’ long ago I was telling a friend 
about the new Presbyterian Negro 
Church in Richmond, Virginia, All 
Souls. He exclaimed in surprise, “Why, 
I thought only Roman Catholic churches 
used that name!” 

It is a Catholic name, a Scriptural 
name, a great Christian name for any 
church: ‘‘All souls are mine, saith the 
Lord.” 

Behind these simple words from the 
old prophecy of Ezekiel stands a majestic 
and eternal truth, tremendously relevant 
and desperately need in our tumultuous 
time. “I desire to know God and the 
soul,” said Augustine. ‘Nothing more?” 
he was asked. ‘‘Nothing more at all.” 

The Christian view of God and the 
Christian view of man; they are insep- 
arable. Both contradict the secular phi- 
losophies, pagan morals, and totalitarian 
systems of this modern day. 

The Christian church is called to pro- 
claim and to practice with conviction and 
with courage what the Bible teaches about 
human souls. This has never been easy 
to do; it seems doubly difficult today. 


. all souls 


i. By Creation 

‘““A]] souls are mine, saith the Lord.” 
All souls are God’s by creation, by his 
purpose from the beginning of begin- 


nings. ‘God created man in his own 
image. . . . God breathed into man the 





c=. 


JUNE 7, 1954 


By FRANK W. PRICE 


breath of life and he became a living 
soul.” God is Creator—and Father Soul; 
we are created souls. This is not the 
place to analyze the original Hebrew 
words and their Greek counterparts. The 
sense in our text and wherever “soul” is 
used in the Old and New Testament 
should not mislead us. 

The Hebrew-Christian religion sees 
man as a living part of nature, as related 
to material and organic creation, but 
much more than matter and much higher 
than animal. He is made an embodied 
soul, a spiritual person akin to God, the 
supreme object it appears in God’s plan 
for our planet, capable of responding to 
the Creator-Father as the eye responds to 
the light of the sun. 

Again and again the inspired writers 
repeat the tremendous thought. “God 
is the potter; we are the clay... . He 
hath made us and we are his. . . . God 
of all human souls. . . . The very souls 
that he hath made. . . . Commit your 
souls to a faithful Creator. . . . God 
that made of one every nation of men 
that they might seek him.” 


He creates men not merely with 
souls; he creates them as souls that 
hunger and thirst for him, unsatisfied 
with bread and drink for the physical 
body alone. 


MONTREAT — Here, 

in a Montreat setting 

(picture taken last 

summer), Dr. Price 

says, ‘All souls belong 
to God.” 


The extra-canonical Wisdom of Sol- 
omon, a beautiful religious book written 
a century or more before Christ, says, 
“Thou lovest all things thou hast made. 
. .. They are thine, O Lord, thou lover 
of souls. . . . The souls of the righteous 
are in the hands of God.” 

Augustine, four centuries after Christ, 
prayed, “Thou hast made us for thyself, 
O God, and our souls are restless until 
we find our rest in thee.” 

Hebrew and Christian thinking did not 
separate body and soul. Today we use 
the words person or personality more 
often, but the Biblical doctrine is essen- 
tial—man is created dependent on nature 
and nature’s God, yet with a moral and 
spiritual entity, with a quality and ca- 
pacity that distinguishes him from any 
other thing or animal, made so as to 
worship, obey, serve and glorify his di- 
vine Maker. 

The choice men face is not between 
God and no God, but between true God 
and false gods, between God, the one 
Creator, and the many idols of man’s 
own construction or his self-chosen ob- 
jects of worship and allegiance. But all 
men, whether they realize it or not, 
whether they confess it or not, have some- 
thing from God in them. ‘Man is the 
spiritual part of creation” is an ancient 
Chinese saying. 





All are souls, all come from one 
Creator-God, all belong to him. 


If we really believe this, it makes a 
difference, an immense difference in the 
way we look at man, at all our fellow- 
men. 


Il. In Judgment 


“All souls are mine, saith the Lord”— 
in judgment. God, we know, endowed 
men—a terrible, calculated risk—with 
freedom, dangerous freedom. Man can 
choose, as animals cannot, between right 
and wrong, good and evil. He is made 
with possibilities of righteousness and 
heaven, and possibilities of evil and hell. 
In the old covenant the children of Israel 
and the Hebrew family were answerable 
to God. Jeremiah and Ezekiel added the 
deeper insight—the individual soul has 
a moral responsibility of his own. ‘The 
just soul shall live . . . the soul that 
sinneth it shall die.” 








God as Supreme Judge of human souls 
is not an arbitrary or impulsive potentate. 
“Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?” declared Abraham in his plea 
for wicked Sodom. God measures man 
that he has brought into being by the 
standards of his own holy nature, by 
principles and laws that he has imbedded 
in the very structure of our universe, by 
the moral and spiritual ideals the soul 
is inspired to reach toward, by the reve- 
lation of God’s stern yet compassionate 
justice through prophets and seers and 
finally in Jesus Christ. 

God forces no man, but in love he 
judges our freedom; he must judge every 
person, by the choice he makes and the 
direction he takes. The Bible teaches 
that God longs for the souls he has 
created; he would ever draw them away 
from wrongly chosen paths and guide 
them on the way to life true and eternal. 
“Why will ye die? Turn yourselves and 
live.” 

The Bible does not picture God hurling 
harsh and unfair interrogations and ac- 
cusations at us such as men so often do 
against one another. “His judgments are 
true and righteous altogether. . . . Ye 
are come to God the Judge of all, and to 
the spirits of just men made perfect.” 

And surely God is not a vengeful God 
as Jonathan Edwards described him, who 
takes pleasure in holding his insect-like 
creatures over the burning fires of Hades. 
No—with wisdom and pity he calls men 
to be that for which they were made. We 
must accept and yet we need not fear his 
perfect judgment. “He disciplines us 
for our good, that we may share his holi- 
ness.” 


“There's a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 
There’s a kindness in his justice, 
Which is more than liberty.” 


Daily we judge one another; daily 
man judges man, nations judge nations, 
churches judge other church bodies. But 
all men, all souls, all kinds of govern- 
ments and religious societies, all must 
stand under the searching and complete 
judgment of God. His judgment will cut 
deeper than any human opinion or deci- 
sion; it will “pierce into soul and spirit 
and discern the thoughts and intents of 
the heart.” With reverence and awe we 
face God, the final Judge of all human 
souls. 


lll. Through Redemption 


“All souls are mine, saith the Lord” 
—mine through redemption. God judges 
by his own righteous nature the unique 
personality that he has given to his chil- 
dren. He must judge the evil and de- 
monic ways in which they defy his truth 
and abuse their freedom or fail to attain 
the goal that ever summons them. The 
personal soul or self is responsible for its 
wrong choices. Ezekiel insisted on this, 
upon the fact of personal sin; but he did 
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not thereby deny the teaching of the 
Bible that sin long ago entered into our 
human race and infused a corruption 
into human nature that makes personal 
holiness so much more difficult. 

Mankind, we believe, will not auto- 
matically progress toward righteousness, 
brotherhood and peace. Nor will educa- 
tion and science alone transform minds 
and hearts. 

What sane man can look at our world 
today and boast of a natural advance 
toward a better society? No, history 
cannot save itself. 

But God who gives birth to souls that 
share in a small way his nature, God who 
gives men the power to think and decide 
so that they are spiritual beings and not 
stringed puppets, God who measures 
souls made in his image by the perfec- 
tion of his own sacred being, God in in- 
finite love has provided a way of re- 
demption. He would redeem souls, the 
Bible tells us, from the shameful deeds 
and bitter consequences of sin and folly, 
and also from the contaminated network 
of personal relations in which embodied 
souls must live out their life here on 
earth. 

This is the cosmic and eternal drama 
of salvation; this is the good news of 
Jesus Christ; this is God Almighty 
Creator and Judge who—praise his 
name-—is also our Savior. “In all their 
affliction he was afflicted and the angel 
of his presence saved them; in his love 
and pity he redeemed them. . . . By his 
wounds you have been healed. You were 
straying like lost sheep but now you 
have returned to the Shepherd and 
Guardian of your souls.” 


if All Souls Are God's 


Let these mighty truths shine forth 
upon our contemporary world. 

(1) Let them illumine man’s study of 
man. In the ideology of Marxian Com- 
munism man is a product of natural evo- 
lution, he is a superior animal with mind 
that can be explained by purposeless 
order and energy in the universe. He has 
no special God-implanted nature or soul. 
By his own labor, of body and brain, he 
creates his own world. He has a part 
in social history that is guided by imper- 
sonal laws of development and an inex- 
orable drive toward a Communist society, 
and he can assist the masses of humanity 
to achieve their Utopia—of social equal- 
ity and justice—by participation in class 
struggles and violent revolution, with 
any and every means that to him are 
moral if they but further the ends of 
Communist victory. 

The Communist view of man, while it 
offers liberation on certain levels of life, 
does scant justice to the mysteries, the 
heights, and depths, the sacred poten- 
tialities of the human spirit. It tends 
to dehumanize the very man it pretends 
to exalt. It misses the true dignity and 
value of the individual person in the 





collective society which it seeks to glori- 
fy, and it destroys by relativist and op- 
portunist ethics the moral heart of per- 
sonality itself, the most precious ingre- 
dient in the compound of human civiliza- 
tion. 

Because the Communist dces not rec- 
cgnize man as a soul created of God, he 
is proud and absolute in his fallible judg- 
ments on other men and he will not sub- 
ject himself along with his fellow-men 
to a higher than human justice. Conse- 
quently he feels no need of salvation 
from his own limitations and delusions 
or from the perversion of the divine 
image in man which is the norm for man. 
He does not believe in God, yet he as- 
sumes godlike wisdom and power in 
dealing with his fellow-mortals. The 
Communist idea of man is inadequate, 
false, and perilous. 


The Christian View 


Directly contrary to this is the Chris- 
tian view and we cannot harmonize the 
two interpretations. All men, Christians 
believe, have bodies and also souls, they 
are souls in bodies. God is the source of 
all life and of all true liberties. Our 
highest loyalty must always be to him. 
This faith is our great bulwark against 
autocracy and despotism and any evil 
powers that would enslave humanity. 

But let us guard against the presump- 
tion and arrogance of totalitarian phi- 
losophies in expressing our own convic- 
tion. If the Biblical view of man is 
true, then believers in all philosophies 
and religions, all Christians and all non- 
Christians, all who live in the so-called 
“Free World” and all who live in the 
“Communist World”—all are under the 
judgment of God. All stand in need of 
prayer and of salvation through Christ. 

Our answer to Communist pride is not 
a similar defensive pride in our own 
culture or nation or church but a sincere 
and humble penitence before God and 
a dynamic and persuasive faith in moral 
and spiritual force, in the might of God’s 
Spirit. 

The Communists are fellow-mortals; 
they are brother-souls. God is their 
Creator and Judge, as he is ours. We 
all need the redeeming and atoning grace 
of Christ. 


“I knew that Christ had given me 
birth, 
To brother all the souls on earth.” 


The world that God loves and gave 
his only Son to save is a world of souls— 
defiant, rebellious, indifferent, sensitive, 
seeking, obedient—but all souls, all an- 
swerable to God. This is our Christian 
faith. 


Race and Class 
(2) Let the light of this grand truth 
shine upon our race and class relations. 
Racial and national groupings, class 
and color distinctions are provocative 
realities in our modern society. In ex- 
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treme form these have produced glaring 
inequalities and injustices against which 
prophets, reformers and revolutionaries 
have passionately protested and struggled. 

The Biblical teaching is much more 
than a humanitarian plea for tolerance 
and brotherhood. It is based upon the 
strong assurance that God created the 
human family as a unity, as essentially 
one. Within that unity is variety, a 
mosaic of different racial and cultural 
patterns, but the basic oneness—because 
all men are divinely created and endowed 
souls—is greater than any possible diver- 
sity. 

No artificial, man-made class or caste 
can be justified before God. The funda- 
mental unity of mankind has been broken 
and marred by pride and prejudice, by 
selfishness and sin. But it is restored in 
principle and in promise by the Cross of 
Jesus Christ, who died to break down all 
walls of hostility between man and man 
as well as between man and God, and to 
create a New man, so making peace, a 
new and united and loving humanity. 

Against all attempts in our time to set 
man against man, class against class, race 
against race, the Christian disciple must 
stand firm and unshakeable. When men 
meet men they meet not simply in social 
ways, in conversation and manners, in 
vocational or cultural intercourse. Souls 
meet souls. To treat another human being 
as sub-human is wrong; to treat him as 
anything but soul is tragic; even though 
his body may be a different shade from 
mine, his social inheritance and economic 
privileges may not be the same as mine. 
If I disparage or despise another soul I 
hurt that soul and I hurt even more my 
own soul. For then I am untrue to the 
community of souls into which I am 
born as a human creature and for the 
perfection of which I am reborn as a 
Christian disciple. How can we ever, for 
the love of God, hate any body or soul 
that he in love has created? 

Our life is largely encounter, between 
physical beings, between different ways of 
thinking and doing, and primarily be- 
tween different souls. Encounter that 
may lead to conflict or to communion. 
“Real Life Is Meeting” said the Chris- 
tian scholar J. H. Oldham of England 
in the title of one of his books. Chris- 
topher Dawson remarked that he wasn’t 
sure he liked the phrase because it sug- 
gested an awful thought if you made the 
word plural—real life is meetings! But 
of course that was a facetious remark. 





It is true, life is meeting, the touch of 
life on life, soul on soul, meeting that 
may be casual or purposeful, careless or 
serious, hurtful or helpful, poisoned by 
hate or inspired by charity. 


Shakespeare has Shylock say in The 
Merchant of Venice, when Bassanio asks 
the merchant for a loan and invites him 
to dine, “I will buy with you, sell with 
you, talk with you, walk with you and so 
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following . but I will not eat with 
you, drink with you, nor pray with you.” 
Shylock would not meet Bassanio 
on the higher levels of human encoun- 
ter; he would not meet him soul to soul. 


Should a true Jewish believer, should 
a true Christian believer ever say a thing 
like that? Not if we really believe in 
God, Maker, Judge, and Lover of all 
souls. 

Christ Jesus, the Son of the Highest, 
emptied himself of heavenly glory and 
came in earthly form as a servant, as a 
member of what seemed to most Romans 
and Greeks of that day a small and con- 
temptible race. The chasm he crossed 
was far wider than any we are asked to 
cross. Suppose God should speak with 
power to our earth today through the 
black or yellow race or by some humble 
man in our so-called “Jabor class’ or 
“lower” social groups. Would we all 
here welcome the message and obey it? 
Yes, if we could in the words of the an- 
cient prayer ‘“‘enlarge our souls with char- 
ity,” if we could see all souls with the 
eyes of God. Any human body and soul 
may be the elected vehicle of his glory 
and grace. 


Racial segregation is certain to pass 
away before long in our Southland as 
slavery passed nearly a century ago. 
Both are unjust, undemocratic, and un- 
Christian. 


A hundred years from now our de- 
scendants will wonder how either could 
have existed so long. Now we are ex- 
periencing what Dr. Samuel Zwemer 
called “the pain of an enlarged vision.” 
Let us Christians today see race relations 
not as a painful problem and grievous 
burden, but as a God-given opportunity, 
a chance to demonstrate before a prideful 
and pagan world our high Christian 
faith about man, about all men. Let us 
Christians regard every human being— 
in white, brown, or black skin—as a soul 
of infinite value before God. Then we 
need not be anxious or fear the road 
ahead. What we may dread or struggle 
to avoid will become a wondrous expe- 
rience—the entrance into a communion 
of all souls, fashioned not by legal re- 
quirements or pressure of world events, 
but by the creative power and justice and 
love of God working in and through his 
trusting, humble, and dedicated children. 


World Conflict 


(3) Let this sublime truth of Scripture 
shine upon our world of heated tensions 
and conflicts, upon this 20th century 
with its two devastating world wars and 
a possiple third war. Surely God did 
not make humanity for this! How can 
the Christian conscience say of the new 
and frightful weapons of murder and 
destruction that man has invented—‘‘So 
what?” God made us to be responsible 
souls, not mad beasts, and he will judge 
us by the spiritual destiny for which he 


in his wise and loving purpose placed 
us on earth. 

Of course there are degrees of liberty 
and tyranny, democracy and dictatorship, 
rightness and wrongness, in human ac- 
tions and collective behavior. I would 
not for a moment obliterate the moral 
distinctions that have been painfully 
gained in man’s long upward pilgrimage. 
At the same trme, we need to pray for 
profound humility and Christ-like mag- 
nanimity in all our human judgments, 
for we know how easily good is tarnished 
by self-righteousness and how easily 
worthy causes fail when they employ the 
very weapons of the evil causes that they 
oppose. We need to seek the divine spirit 
of justice and mercy, to learn from our 
Lord’s righteous anger against sin along 
with his tender compassion for the sin- 
ner—the sinning soul. 


As Christians we should never con- 
demn whole nations or races or groups, 
for within each one are souls that God 
is seeking and even now is finding. 

George Bernard Shaw was once asked 
whom he would choose among the great 
men and women on earth to start a new 
dispensation if he were Noah after an- 
other flood. The old cynical patriarch shot 
back, “I’d let ’em all drown.” But God 
would not. He is Judge of all the earth, 
but also Redeemer on Calvary. 

Men may destroy themselves and drive 
themseives to perdition by their sins, but 
God ever judges with truth and with 
goodness. His love is steadfast and ever- 
lasting. 

We rightly criticize the atheism of the 
Communists and the godlessness of the 
Soviet government. But should we not 
also be concerned about the practical 
atheism in our own land and even in some 
church circles that puts trust in military 
might and economic resources (remember 
Jesus’ parable of the rich man and his 
property, “This night thy soul shall be 
required of thee’’), trust in political blocs 
and manipulations in international af- 
fairs, trust in scientific invention and 
technology, trust in all such things above 
our trust in Almighty God? All forms 
of tyranny will smash themselves finally 
against the rock of his holy laws. And 
if we too are tempted at times to trust 
in material forces more than in Jesus 
Christ, remember his words, ‘“‘He—per- 
son or nation—he that saveth his life, 
his soul, shall lose it; he that loseth his 
life, his soul, fer my sake and the gospel’s 
shall find it.” 

Not only Israel but Egypt and As- 
syria, Greece and Rome, had a place in 
God’s plan. God, help us to see that all 
nations today have souls, souls that be- 
long to Thee. 


Missionary Enterprise 

(4) How applicable this divine truth 
of all souls is to the Christian church 
which is our spiritual home and to its 
evangelistic and missionary enterprise. 








Just as society depends upon together- 
ness of persons, so the household of faith 
depends on togetherness of souls. But 
true Christian togetherness has dimen- 
sions that ordinary social intercourse does 
not know. It has possibilities that the 
disciplined organization of Communist 
cells cannot imagine. We are members 
of one body, said Paul; we are many 
souls obedient to one Creator and Sa- 
vior of Souls, albeit of various nations 
and races, backgrounds and languages. 
We are many souls fused into one com- 
munion by the broken body and shed 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Even 
when we are physically separated we are 
still together: 


“Though sundered far by faith we 
meet, 


Around one common mercy seat.” 


“Judgment must begin at the house of 
God,” said Peter. Alas when even in 
the Una Sancta, the one holy community 
of faithful souls, suspicion and distrust, 
misrepresentation and slander, pride and 
censoriousness sometimes creep in. God 
forgive us if, in spite of the same Confes- 
sion and Bible and divine Lord and 
Reformed heritage and church govern- 
ment, we cannot always love and trust 
one another. All souls are God’s; when 
we truly belong to him then we truly be- 
long to one another in Christian devotion 
and fellowship. The church then finds 
true harmony even amid divergent opin- 
ion and interpretations. Soul kindles 
soul with a God-like fire and we become 
a mighty instrument in the hands of the 
ever-present and ever-powerful Holy 
Spirit. 

All souls in our beloved America, all 
souls in the wide world, all are God’s 
creatures, but not yet all his children by 
new creation; all are God’s created souls, 
but not yet all his forgiven and redeemed 
souls. “Only like souls I see the folk 
thereunder, Bound who should conquer, 
slaves who should be kings,” St. Paul 
says in Myer’s moving poem. 

Souls—souls in ignorance, souls in 
bondage, souls poisoned by evil, souls in- 
different to goodness, souls of friends, 
souls of enemies, souls of precious chil- 
dren and youth unfolding day by day, 
souls smothered by weeds, souls groping 
toward the light, souls dying, souls awak- 
ing, souls lost, souls found, souls dam- 
aged, souls healed, souls drifting to doom, 
souls drawn to heaven. All souls—God’s 
souls for whom he yearns. All souls, for 
whom we too must yearn if we are his 
children. 

They are not cogs in a cold machine, 
they are not pawns of a cosmic chess- 
player, they are not animals in herds, 
they are not expendables in endless wars, 
they are not just physical bodies to use 
and exploit and destroy. 

The writer of the Apocalypse describes 
the rich merchandise of Babylon and 
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ends his list with the poignant phrase, _ in all places, of all generations—the gos- 
Jesus Christ, Savior of 


“And slaves, human souls.” pel is for you; 


Souls are not merchandise. What 
shall it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world and loses his own soul and 
ruins the souls of his fellow-men? 


and partake 


mankind, is for you; the communion of 
saints is for you; eternal life is for you. 
On behalf of God who made you I en- 
treat you—come, 
rightful inheritance. 


of your 


Come, enter the 


All souls, God’s souls! That is why kingdom of God and of his redeemed 
we are evangelists, that is why we must souls that has been prepared for you from 
be missionaries. All souls, God’s souls, the foundation of the world. 


Presbyterian, U. S. Five-Year Record 
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1950 1951 1952 1958 | Apr-Dee. 
Sy nods Sietnedecccuguebessnenapbunheiintél 17 17 17 16 16 
Presbyteries . Sondkeeenensnweenmewunl 85 85 85 84 84 
a Se ee ee ee eee epee! 2,717 2,795 2,851 2,954 3,068 
Churches -.----- Swesncenoenssenenonesoams 3,647 3,665 3,706 3,732 3,776 
Licentiates Stee 6 eecusSoenssuscenooennes 16 27 24 44 ll 
Candidates - d\-nieniigih iin eainiaaed, 739 907 982 1,046 1,065 
Licensures iewatdunkaliaeenee ie eesameeteemenee 35 82 64 110 89 
apa an eae ae 57 118 104 152 150 
Pastoral Installations | sci aioe tate teiahiialagehaintainalicioa 378 397 424 437 $71 
Pastoral Dissolutions -------- shaapaieeterieinanili a 283 284 325 303 | 304 
Ciwenes Qupamiees ...~...206..ncecasc----nue 65 45 62 60 45 
| isa 13 31 19 32 8 
Churches received from other denominations-. | rr 1 2 7 
Churches dismissed to other denominations --- | | 1 |) ee 
Ministers received from other denominations - - - 34 38 32 34 28 
Ministers dismissed to other denominations--- 21 22 23 22 20 
Ministers deposed or divested of office..._----- 1 5 8 9) 6 
OO, aaa 46 52 52 53) 41 
Ruling Elders —-_-- ane ical iain re ial 23,252 24,064 25,008 25,915) 26,664 
Deacons ._- Sas ee 27,992 28,972 30,158 31,242 31,748 
Added on profession feet eanbicaicel 24,657 29,219 19,556 27,422 19,081 
Added on reaffirmation --.----...---.-- ocn0] eceecccece 6,910 7,062 | ans 
Os CED noice sebacaneoumncornns | 44,420 40,560 38,448 Rae 
Added on certificate and reaffirmation---_-----| ---------- | ---------.!-.-------.| 9 ------ 37,618 
Total communicants ----...-.-..------ ial 675,489 702,155 718,791 745,046) 756,884 

Total membership (Ministers and 
eS eee “ 678,206 704,950 721,642 748,000 759,953 
I enamel 14,703 16,710 12,124 15,563 10,993 
OS | OT eee 14,736 16,904 13,995 17,576 14,708 
Total Sunday School enrollment_._---_-----_- | 622,112 548,847 563,328 598,271 | 613,685 
Outposts or Chapels__......-- . minnanes sa cmaanie 587 548 41 412 412 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
| ! 
1953 
| 1950 | 1961 1952 1953 | Apr.-Dec. 
World Missions, Regular__......------------- $ 1,229,712 $ 1,300,507 $ 1,480,267 $ 1,980,691 $ 1,621,695 
Specials and Program of Progress_...---.-.-.- *766,272 443,109 7655,900 $172,817 %204,819 
Assembly’s Home Missions------....--.-.---- REE ERATE PPR Ceci arcs v 
oo eee PRESETS RRS TES PII (RCNA edn 
GChuwen Tiubensien, Bageiet..ccocccscccecee--| co<---<- - 659,089 741,934 791,391 690,967 
Specials, and Program of Progress......... ..._---- on 139,376 403,163 111,051 239,823 
Christian Education and Ministerial Relief, 

DE! cattusindnerbiaetincheeneneenews |, eee TN eee Oe 
Minister’s Annuity Fund_-_--- tienninene | ae nk pact ieee t eiceadeiaieaa 
EO EET OE A | | PERSE EEE SS Eee Meet se 

Annuities and Relief, Regular__.....-..-- a 426, 945 478,814 485,704 433,431 
ES & OO Ea Pee 69 275 435 1 
Religious Education Assembly, Regular-_-_-_---- , EEE ATCC AMER. ey rs 

Program of Progréss_._.---_.------------. 3 | eS a Sara ickdaizanuoaiiaae 
Christian Education,, Assembly Locos eaenwe 212,467 235,852 344,263 291,136 
Program of Progress PS Sa A 69,865 101,323 54,380 137 
General Fund Agencies: General Council__--_., _..------- weieramalbaere Rincidiciata Mase acedhidawaads 62,006 
EE BS Eee en en ee) vane panindat ancispebianiaeds 76,045 
Mountain Retreat Association and College__-|_.-----...  _.----..-- nukheniinenti aie ownitemenianiteian 89,789 
Assembly's Training School--....---------. 86,167 | 76,836 112,627 101,059 95,357 
American Bible Society__.---__-- intaanieel +57,245 31,245 34,574 18,106 24,829 
ee itn ae neal eelaadinicintiniag h dimiaiinnemanil sntnvenstsgiteganiapsaete **140,446 49,534 

eee LES (Pee i a argtosneniaticaaie seinen Sean eabideasinedapuaaeaaa 236,463 

Re eens (Menara ‘ct wscniaapeieaainiie T adaateasnmemndiiie 10,451 
Other Assembly Benevolences __-------- Pe 450, 290 303,822 247,760 208,553 | 28,704 
Religious Education, Synod and Presbytery - --- ee e, aa ee Kee Sane Lae ne 
Christian Education, Synod and Presbytery----| -.-- 266,822 304,232 420,097 352,525 
Educational Institutions __......--.....-----.- E 030, 358 1,045,609 1,732,724! 1,781,138 1,538,903 
Homes --_- oneann: wwiees 816,687 864,377 953,272 1,035,412 876,716 
Local Home “Missions (Church Extension) - 2,219,985 2,256,707 2,666,577 2,759,870! 2,235,829 
Other Synod and Presbytery Benevolences_-- 569,293 548,272 567,520 553,713 482,726 
Miscellaneous Benevolences ------....----.---- 636,109 773,084 961,255 994,400 768,548 
SINT hI ns eeicamiemaneiabinaabaannite a 6,061,020 6,628,953 7,180,358 (20 —D>F 
en RR ae 12,283,189 13,252,124 15,155,652 16,957,462, 20,685,687 
en ee a ee 10,316,422, 11,121,597| 13,725,007, 14,318,116 12,109,940 
Total Benevolence Contributions __-.---....-__- $ 9,428,102 $ 9 ‘A19, 083 $11,678, 070 $11,853,526 $10,410,563 
ne 28,660,631 31,002,674) 36,061,017) 39,262,246 32,795,627 
ID. OEE didtan 66a nd nasetiensemetntdacennt 38,088,733 40, 421, 757 47,739,087) 51,115,772 43,206,190 
Per Capita: For Benevolences ____--..------- 13.96 13. 41 16.25 16.05 13.75 

For Current Expenses -.--.--_- 42.43 44.15 50.16 52.57 43.33 
er Gee NE ccccncccmennnsnsesiatiincs i 56.39 57.56 66.41 68.62 57.08 


These figures are not in every case the same as appear in the preceding tables, but are partly derived 
donors only. 


from the reports of the Boards. The figures represent gifts from living 


*Contribution of $116,040, Birthday gift from the Women of the Church, 
**Contributidn of $ 75,000, Birthday gift from the Women of the Church, 
+Contribution of $ 26,000, Birthday gift from the Women of the Church, 
+Contribution of $155,530, Birthday gift from the Women of the Church, 
tContribution of $ 75,000, Birthday gift from the Women of the Church, i 
%Contribution of $177.346, Birthday gift from the Women of the Church, 


#Contribution of $231,703, Negro Work Campaign, is included. 


is 
is 
is 
is 
is 
is 


included. 
included. 
included. 
included. 
included. 
included. 
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EDITORIAL 


Moderator’s Sermon 


As Dr. Price brought his Moderatorial 
year to a close he used his opportunity to 
preach to the Assembly in a way that the 
commissioners should not soon forget. 

He preached about issues that are basic 
and that are vital and current. Out of 
his background of experience with Com- 
munists, he said some words of caution 
and sanity that are greatly needed in the 
midst of the fears of our day: “Let us 
guard against the presumption and ar- 
rogance of totalitarian philosophies in 
expressing our own convictions. . . .Our 
answer to Communist pride is not a sim- 
ilar defensive pride in our own culture or 
nation or church, but a sincere and 
humble penitence before God.” 

That needs to be said and Dr. Price 
can say it as few others, for he has been 
a captive of the Communist as a “dan- 
gerous” (to them) individual. 

Probably, however, his forthright han- 
dling of the segregation issue, written 
well before the recent Supreme Court de- 
cision out-lawing segregation in the pub- 
lic schools, shows how willing he is to 
step into the midst of a hot subject. No 
one can misunderstand him as he says 
segregation is “unjust, undemocratic and 
un-Christian,”’ in line with his fine state- 
ment immediately after the Supreme 
Court announced its decision. 
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Such items may be more quickly rec- 
ognized for their current application but 
they are no more dynamic than others in 
his sermon. He has done us a great 
service as he has challenged us to look 
straight into the face of this truth that 
all souls are God’s and come to terms 
with the implications. Our failure to 
do this explains evangelistic and mission- 
ary coldness and our indifference to so- 
cial forces that degrade or destroy the 
lives of men about us. 


The Moderator 


The choice of Wade H. Boggs as the 
Assembly’s Moderator will be widely ap- 
preciated. Dr. Boggs has done a fine 
piece of work as the executive of our 
Annuities and Relief Board and its suc- 
cessor since 1943, serving before that 
time as an effective pastor in Texas, Ok- 
lahoma, South Carolina, Georgia and 
Louisiana. 

Several tests of Dr. Boggs have shown 
what he is made of. Repeated pressures 
have been exerted on the reserve funds 
of the pension system but these have al- 
ways found the secretary in the position 
of explaining, as patiently and carefully 
as possible, the fundamental importance 
of maintaining fiscal soundness in the 
administration of these important re- 
sources. This is a continuing, demand- 
ing chore, now to be taken up by Charles 
J. Currie, but it is a necessary one. 

In the development of plans toward 
Presbyterian reunion Dr. Boggs has had 
a helpful and constructive attitude. He 
has not been so cautions as a board sec- 
retary as to make him of no help to any- 
body nor has he been obstructionist. In- 
stead, he has worked cooperatively in 
seeking to devise the best possible plan 
as it related to his department of respon- 
sibility and anywhere else that he, as a 
minister of the church, could improve 
the plan. These efforts have been high- 
ly fruitful so that the joint committees on 
pensions of United, USA and U. S. Pres- 
byterians have announced that there is no 
obstacle to union and that mutually sat- 
isfactory plans can be worked out. The 
officials went so far as to point out that 
in some operations, at least, substantial 
savings can be effected within union. 

Such a constructive course on the part 
of Dr. Boggs is widely recognized and 
appreciated. Now, as he comes to re- 
tirement from official duties, we can be 
sure that he will make his influence felt 
in many helpful ways throughout the 
church during his Moderatorial year. 


Thanks to the UCW 
—United Church Women 


Everybody who is concerned about the 
hysteria of these times, the witchhunts 
and the easy charge leveled at supposed- 
ly “dangerous” people, ought to recognize 
a debt to the United Church Women for 


their forthright and courageous reitera- 
tions of our basic convictions. 

Last year the UCW issued “A Chris- 
tian Declaration of Loyalty” (OuTLOoK, 
May 25), saying, in substance, even 
though a lot of people are cowed, afraid 
to protest open violations of our cherished 
freedoms, we are going to speak out. And 
speak out they did! 

Now they have issued an important 
booklet, Loyalty and Freedom, by Rhoda 
E. McCulloch.* This document reviews 
the bases of our freedoms and the Protes- 
tant concern about it all. It has a val- 
uable section on “How to Recognize 
Propaganda” and important study guides. 
It points to the “forces of dissension” and 
it explains how we came to the present 
state of suspicion and fear. 

An especially valuable part of the book 
shows what a citizen can do. Finally, 
the appendix includes some statements by 
the churches that everybody ought to 
know about: By the American Baptists; 
Presbyterians, USA; the Methodist 
bishops; the Congregational Christians; 
the Episcopal bishops; the National 
Council; Evangelical and Reformed 
church; Disciples of Christ; the Qua- 
kers, and once more, the recent National 
Council statement on congressional in- 
vestigating procedures. 

Thanks to the UCW is important, but 
the best way to thank these fine people 
is to get a supply of the booklet and use 
it. 


*Loyalty and Freedom. Rhoda E. Mc- 
Cullock. National Council of Churches, 
120 E. 23rd St., New York 10. 48 pp., 
paper. 35¢. 





In Passing 


FOLLOW-UP—More about the Sunday 

evening question-and-answer period in 
the Highland Church, Louisville, Ky. 
(OuTLOOK, Mar. 15, p. 9.) Our High- 
land News, published monthly, tells about 
one evening’s session following the morn- 
ing sermon on “I Believe in Jesus 
Christ.” Says the report: ‘Participation 
in these informal meetings over our cof- 
fee, when the morning’s sermon comes 
under review, is a way to make Sunday 
a big day. We get the benefit of our 
minister’s scholarship during this hour, 
thus reaping the fruit of Presbyterian- 
ism’s emphasis on an educated clergy. 
Moreover, in the reaction to the range of 
thinking expressed by young and old 
members on the issues raised by the 
morning’s message, our ministers glean 
insights into our need. Thus at more 
than one point Dr. Benfield indicated 
that on this or that issue raised by the 
discussion he planned further discourses, 
which, but for these evening tezether, we 
might conceivably be denied.” 
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BUT THAT HOUR WAS LOST 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Could you not watch for a single hour? 
~Mark 14:37, Moffatt. 


ETER, James and John are great 

names, for they are great men. The 
church did not keep a record of all their 
lives; it left out much that might have 
been known, might have been told. Per- 
haps the church was tempted to leave 
in shadow the story of that night in Geth- 
semane, the night of their great failure. 
But the church kept the record, for all 
that. 

These three men had great hours after- 
wards. They had had great hours be- 
fore. As the tapestry of their experience 
was woven to the end, every waking hour 
was woven into it, for light or shade. 
But that one hour was a permanent blank 
space. Whatever it might have meant 
to them, it did not mean. We do not 
fully know why the Lord invited these 
three to spend the hour with him in 
prayer. It was for his own sake in part, 
but surely also for theirs. It could not 
have been a happy hour; but it was one 
he wanted them to know. But they never 
knew it. Whatever they would have 
learned then, they never learned, not in 
that way. Whatever would have been 
etched on their memories was never in- 
scribed there. Not that these men were 
failures on the whole, or less then saints; 
but the completeness of their sainthood, 
the full measure of greatness, they never 
attained. 

They could have attained it only if 
they had lived, instead of sleeping, 
through that dark hour. 





Dational’s | 


| HOME REFERENCE BIBLE 
+ im the King James (Authorized) Version : 


i Printed in “Crystal Clear’ type, 
with a wealth of reference ma- 
terial which includes Full Color 
Atlas, Daily Bible Readings, 
Family Register and other con- 
venient features, this beautiful 
National Bible is an invaluable 
addition to the home. In 11 
enduring styles from $6.00 up. 
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In later years these men gave many 
testimonies but the testimony of wakeful 
sympathy they could never return to give. 
That hour was lost. They achieved 
much, but that hour was lost. They not 
only disappointed Jesus, they failed to 
that extent of their own destinies, be- 
cause in the hour when they should have 
been watching they were not. It was a 
fact they could never undo: that hour was 
lost. 


O IT has been with others. David 
S was a noble king with many con- 
quests to his credit. But there was an 
hour when he might have conquered him- 
self but did not. And that hour was for- 
ever lost. He could repent, and he did, 
but still that hour was lost. 

Saul of Tarsus became Paul the citizen 
of a better country; but he never forgot 
his lost hours when he persecuted the 
church of God. He never knew, nor 
does anyone but God, how much harm 
he did in that lost time of hatred. He 
certainly made impossible some good 
deeds by shutting up good men and wom- 
en in prison. He may have shaken some 
Christians’ faith. How can God 
allow such things to be? He may well 
have frightened off from “the Way” 
some who were on the point of entering 
it. The sum total of good in the world 
was the less because Saul had been an 
inquisitor and persecutor. 


Whatever high achievements were to 
his credit, those years in Jerusalem did 
not return. With all the good that per- 
ished with them, unborn, those years 
were lost. 


So it is always. A father, let us say, 
passes un-noticing through the time when 
he could best begin to be a real father 
to his son. When a man wakes up out 
of his busy life and begins to notice his 
children for the first time when they are 
already half-grown, it may come over 
him with shame that he has been asleep. 
He may now become repentant and alert. 
From now on he may do his best to be 
the father he somehow always intended 
to be. He may win his children’s con- 
fidence, earn their gratitude and honor. 
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His waking up may not be too late en- 
tirely; but what he has missed, he has 
missed. That early little-boy confidence, 
those golden and irreplaceable days, they 
are gone, they never came. He was 
asleep. 


HE CHRISTIAN, minister or lay- 

man, who misses his chance to say 
a word in season to one in sorrow, a 
word of faith to the desperate, a word of 
hope to the dark in mind, will have other 
opportunities, and if he is a good Chris- 
tian he will meet them well. But the 
opportunities he has slept through—these 
will not come back again. That hour 
was lost. Somewhere someone is stum- 
bling through the world, borne down by 
a burden almost past bearing. The years 
have brought a great weariness. . . . But 
if someone had been awake, if someone 
had been awake at the right time, had not 
gone by un-knowing, if someone had 
shared the load even for a time, the 
weariness might not now be so great, the 
end of the road not so near. 

God is better to us than we deserve. 
Peter, James and John were not cast off 
for their failure, for the lost hour leaves 
its own penalty behind. There were 
other hours for these three, and so there 
are for every man. But let no man ease 
the burden of his regret by the thought, 
‘There will be other hours.” 


There will be; but not this one. 


God is good to us, he even performs 
miracles for us. But one miracle he has 
never yet performed—he does not bring 
the same hour past a man’s door twice. 





Assembly Agencies Show 
Benevolences to Apr. 30 


With one-third of the church year gone, 
the Assembly’s agencies report the follow- 
ing receipts through April 30: 

Annuities and Relief (Atlanta) $72,937; 
year’s percentage, 1614%. 


Christian Education (Richmond) $70,- 
008: 14%. 


Church Extension (Atlanta) $165,72 
13.51% 


Genorel Fund (Atlanta) $95,508; 
13.32%; Interchurch Agencies, $3,299; 


14.99% 
World Missions (Nashville) $705,383; 
24.53% 
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HOSEA PLEADS WITH ISRAEL 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for June 20, 1954 
Hosea 4:6-7:16 Print Chapter 6 


We studied last week and the week 
before portions of the Book of Amos; this 
week we study a part of the message of 
the great prophet who followed Amos and 
took up the mantle which he had dropped. 


Evil Times 


We read in 1:1 that Hosea prophesied 
during the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz 
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in 
the days of Jeroboam, the son of Joash, 
king of Israel. As Hosea’s message 
concerned the northern kingdom we are 
concerned only in the situation in Israel 
during this period. 

Comparing 1:1 with the rest of the 
book, it seems that Hosea began to proph- 
esy during the days of Jeroboam II and 
continued to preach until about the time 
that the northern kingdom was carried 
away captive. Jeroboam II, we have 
seen, was a very able king, and during 
his reign the country was more pros- 
perous than it had been since the days 
of David and Solomon. But when Jero- 
boam died, the prosperity of the nation 
vanished. 

In the political sphere there was a vast 
amount of disorder. The throne was 
occupied by military adventurers, six of 
them within forty years. Four out of the 
six were murdered by the leaders of op- 
posing factions, and the last of them was 
carried away captive together with his 
people into Assyria. During the whole 
time there was almost a complete lack 
of government, and crimes of violence 
were commonplace. In the religious 
sphere the people were forsaking the wor- 
ship of God for the worship of Baal and 
the gods of the more powerful nations 
about them. Morally, conditions were 
equally deplorable (cf. 4:13-14). The 
nation seemed to be disintegrating po- 
litically, morally, and spiritually. 
Though the kings and princes were blind 
to what was taking place, Hosea saw 
clearly enough that the end was ap- 
proaching. 

In the midst of conditions so discour- 
aging, the prophet came to Israel with 
a message emphasizing not only the jus- 
tice of God, but also and even more, the 
love of God which would not let his 
people go. Who was Hosea, and how 
did he come to present this aspect of 
God's character? 


God Speaks to Hosea 

We know little or nothing of Hosea’s 
life except the one momentous experience 
in which, as he tells us in 1:2, he first 
heard the voice of the Lord. In brief, 
we may reconstruct his experience as 
follows (see 1:2-3,6,8; 3:1-3): 
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Hosea married a woman named Gomer 
who proved unfaithful to her marriage 
vows. The first child Hosea recognized 
as his own; the second and third he could 
not claim. Hosea clung to his wife, but 
after a while she forsook him to be with 
her lover. As time went on this lover 
tired of Gomer and finally sold her into 
slavery. Hosea loved his wife in spite 
of her unfaithfulness. He went to the 
owner, therefore, and bought her for 
fifteen silver sheckels and a bushel and 
a half of wheat. But he realized that 
he could not restore her to her old posi- 
tion in his home until she had had a 
change of heart. He planned, therefore, 
to keep her under surveillance and mean- 
while attempt to win back her love. Some 
scholars have thought that God com- 
manded Hosea to marry a woman whom 
he knew to be immoral at the time, but 
this is inconceivable. Practically all 
modern scholars understand 1:2 to mean 
that Hosea came only gradually to real- 
ize Gomer’s unfaithfulness, and that it 
was through this experience that he came 
to know God’s faithful love for faithless 
Israel. 

Hosea came to see that God has es- 
poused Israel unto himself as he had 
espoused Gomer. Israel has proved un- 
faithful to her Lord as Gomer had proved 
unfaithful to him. Israel would have to 
suffer for her misdeeds as Gomer had 
suffered for hers. But the wonderful 
part of it was that God still loved Israel 
as he, strangely enough, continued to love 
Gomer. And God was striving to win 
back Israel’s love, as he was seeking to 
recover Gomer’s love. And if Israel 
would respond to the plea of her divine 
Lover, he would restore her to her old 
position, just as he was ready to restore 
Gomer to hers. This is the message of 
Hosea in chapters 1-3 and again under 
different figures in chapters 4-14. 

We can only look at certain aspects of 
Hosea’s great message, centering on the 
chapter chosen for our more detailed 
study. 


God’s Controversy with Israel 


In chapters 1-3 we have references to 
Hosea’s own domestic experience, and 
its application to Israel’s condition as 
indicated above. 

In chapter 4 Hosea points out that 
God has a controversy with the nation, 
because “there is no faithfulness or kind- 
ness, and no knowledge of God in the 
land; there is (instead) swearing, lying, 
killing, stealing and committing adul- 
tery; they break all bounds and murder 
follows murder” (4:1-2). Noone would 


claim that there is a comparable situa- 
tion in America today. But there is much 
to cause us concern. And as Hosea sug- 
gests in 4:3, moral laxness affects the 
entire nation. The whole land suffers— 
in money (our annual crime bill is a stag- 
gering one) and in security. It may be 
our money lost, our son corrupted, our 
daughter dishonored. 

What was the cause of Israel’s moral 
and spiritual breakdown? Hosea traces 
it back to the failure of her moral and 
spiritual guides. ‘My people,” he says 
(4:6) are destroyed for lack of knowl- 
edge; because you (the priests) have re- 
jected knowledge, I reject you from being 
a priest to me.” In Hosea’s day the priests 
were the religious, moral and intellectual 
guides of the people. Today ministers 
and Bible teachers share that responsi- 
bility with newspaper editors, the literary 
intelligentsia, movie and TV writers and 
producers, school teachers and many 
others. If there is a distressing lack of 
the knowledge of God in America today, 
if moral conditions have become a mat- 
ter about which we should become con- 
cerned, they all must bear a portion of 
the blame. But Hosea does not put the 
sole blame upon the priests. “It shall 
be like people, like priest” he points out 
(4:9). Hosea does not mean to say 
that the people have become like their 
priests (as it is sometimes interpreted ) 
but that the priests have become like the 
people. The people have made them over 
in their own image. Hosea does not ex- 
cuse the priests. But in analyzing Is- 
rael’s failure he could not help noting 
that people tend to infect their spiritual 
leaders with their own outlook; there is a 
leveling up perhaps, but there is also 
a leveling down. 

That tendency continues. Writers give 
the people what they want, and the pro- 
ducers of horror comics give our grow- 
ing children what they want, regardless 
of its effect upon their imaginations and 
wills. Ministers cannot afford to an- 
tagonize their congregations—not if they 
wish to retain a congregation. As Liston 
Pope pointed out in his penetrating study, 
Millhands and Preachers, religion in the 
comfortable middle-class churches 

“is to a considerable degree a sanction 
of prevailing economic arrangements. ... 
Religion must not meddle too much in 
private life. . . . (Churches) prefer min- 
isters who are ‘good talkers’ in the pulpit, 
‘good fellows’ on the street and sympa- 
thetic comforters in time of trouble... . 
The preacher must speak with assurance 
of those ‘eternal verities’ which every- 
body believes. ... The role of the minis- 
ter is ... to symbolize and sanction the 
rightness of things as they are.” 

Prophets who speak out boldly against 
the sins of their own congregations have 
never been popular in the pulpit—in an- 
cient Israel or in modern America. So 
it still tends to become “like people, like 
priests.”” We generally get what we want 
—a religion that will make us feel good 
rather than one that makes us feel un- 
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comfortable and thereby lead us to change 
our ways. But according to Hosea—a 
nation that moulds its spiritual leaders 
in its own image is in danger. 





The Law of the Harvest 


In chapter 5 Hosea describes the suf- 
ferings which will come upon the nation 
because of its moral and spiritual derelic- 
tions. “I will be like a lion to Ephraim,” 
he says, speaking in the name of God. 
“T, even I, will rend and go away, | will 
carry off (into captivity) and none shall 
rescue. I will return again to my place, 
until they acknowledge their guilt and 
seek my face” (5:14-15). 

Chapter 6 opens (vss. 1-3) with Is- 
rael’s plea for forgiveness, the plea that 
she is now making, or that Hosea sees 
she will make as soon as the blow begins 
to fall. At first glance the plea seems 
to be sincere (it is certainly exquisitely 
worded) and unfortunately it is so in- 
terpreted by some ‘‘Sunday school helps” 
which thereby cause the reader to miss 
a large part of this great prophet’s mes- 
sage. As we look closer at the nation’s 
plea we see that there is no confession 
of sin, no suggested amendment of life, 
only an easy assurance that God is good 
and will not allow his pecple to suffer 
(not more than two or three days at most) 
if only they repeat pious platitudes. Just 
as today, some preachers cal the nation 
to a revival that repeats old shibboleths 
but requires no change or alteration in 
men’s attitudes toward their fellowmen. 

But God cannot be satisfied with any 
superficial repentance. “What shall I 
do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I 
do with you, O Judah?” he exclaims. 
What more can I do, he means, to bring 
you to repentance, to true repentance. 
Your love (RSV), he charges, is like 
the morning cloud, which in Palestine 
disappears as soon as the sun comes over 
the horizon, and as the dew that so 
quickly vanishes. “Therefore,” says 
God, speaking through the prophet, “I 
have hewn them by the prophets. . . .” 
Israel is compared here with a stone, or 
a block of wood that is being shaped; 
the hewing is the punishment intended 
for discipline, to bring out the likeness 
which God has in mind. “I have slain 
them by the words of my mouth... .” 
He is referring here to the heavy judg- 
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ments which have come upon the nation, 
taking such a heavy toll of life. ‘“And 
my judgment goes forth as the light”— 
which all may see and fear. 

The trouble is that Israel does not yet 
understand what God requires. She ex- 
pects to gain the divine favor with burnt 
offerings, with animal sacrifices (by acts 
of fermal worship, we would say), but 
he desires “steadfast love and not sacri- 
fice, the knowledge of God, rather than 
burnt offerings.” “Steadfast love” in 
vs. 6 is a better translation than that of- 
fered in the KJV. God desires steadfast 
love rather than the love which vanishes 
like a morning cloud (vs. 4). The love 
which he desires is not love for God only 
or love for man, but love for both God 
and man. The parallelism of the clause 
suggests that such love is to be identified 
with the knowledge of God (cf. 1 John 
+:7). On two occasions Jesus is reported 
to have quoted this verse (Mt. 9:13; 
12:7). It is one of the greatest passages 
in the Old Testament, and takes us into 
the very heart of our religion. 

In 6:7-10 Hosea proceeds to point up 
the contrast between Israel’s conduct and 
God’s requirements. He mentions par- 
ticular cases, cases full of meaning for 
the people of his own day, but whose 
significance largely eludes us. “At Adam 
they transgressed the covenant; there they 
dealt faithlessly with me.” This is the 
translation of the RSV and is probably 
correct, for Hosea is speaking here of 
specific spots where transgressions have 
occurred. ‘Gilead is a city of evil doers, 
tracked with blood. As robbers lie in 
wait for a man, so the priests are banded 
together; they murder on the way to 
Shechem. . . .””. Does Hosea mean that 
priests actually engaged in banditry, or 
that they failed to rebuke the sins of their 
parishioners, and shared in the fruits of 
the robbery? We do not know. But the 
whole nation is affected: “In the house 
of Israel I have seen a horrible thing. 

For you also, O Judah, a harvest 
is appointed.” So, if Hosea were speak- 
ing today, he would put his finger on 
this spot and on this (just what spots 
would you say?). 

In chapter 7 Hosea points out that the 
malady of Israel is deep-seated (“When 
I would heal Israel, the corruption of 
Ephraim is revealed”—like a doctor who 
operates and finds the malady is much 
more serious than he had supposed) ; 
that she has not truly returned unto God, 
nor sought him in spite of her fine pre- 
tensions (cf. 6:1 with 7:10); that the 
people have not cried unto him with 
their hearts (7:14); that they have re- 
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turned, but not unto him who is on high 
(7:16). Therefore, in chapters 8, 9 and 
10, Hosea reiterates and expatiates on 
the fact that the nation must suffer for 
its sins. 

In chapter 10, verses 12 and 13 the 
prophet affirms the law of the harvest— 
whatsoever a man or a nation sows that 
shall he also reap. The nation is about 
to suffer the consequences of its evil 
sowing. It has plowed wickedness, it 
can reap only iniquity. If it hopes to 
enjoy God’s blessing in the future it 
must begin to sow the seed of righteous- 
ness—ideals of rectitude for the indi- 
vidual and right dealings with one’s fel- 
lowmen. And, in addition to righteous- 
ness, there must be kindness or love. 

That was Hosea’s message to Israel. 
Would it be his message also to our 
modern world? A revival of religion is 
good, but it will not avail unless it is 
followed by amendment of life. Unless 
we are prepared to change our ways. Un- 
less we are ready to sow in righteousness 
and to reap the fruit of love—manifested 
in every realm of life. 

In chapter 4-10 Hosea has emphasized 
the justice of God; in the remaining 
chapters (11-14) he stresses once more 
the unfailing love of God. Just as a 
father agonizes over his erring son, so 
God agonizes over his erring people (cf. 
11:1-9). Hosea is confident that in the 
end the people of Israel will respond 
to that love and that when they do, com- 
ing to God with a sincere desire for the 
amendment of their lives (14:1-2), they 
will find him ready to heal and restore. 
He will be as the dew to Israel, the dew, 
which under that Eastern sky refreshes 
the ground regularly, as do our fitful 
summer showers. As a result, Israel 
shall be as beautiful as the lily and as 
strong as the mighty oaks which root 
themselves in Lebanon. (14:4-5) 

That, we can be sure, is his promise 
to America too. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 


Stillman College 


Stillman College reports with enthu- 
siasm the results of the Negro Work 
Campaign (in which it shared 50%). 

Along with strong support from many 
parts of the church, Stillman has been 
most encouraged by the response of the 
Tuscaloosa area where it is located. One 
tangible results was a $15,000 fund to 
pave campus streets and sidewalks. 

Signal event of the past session was 
the accreditation of Stillman by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Student enrollment reached 230 for 
the vear. 

R. E. Fulton, retired Knoxville min- 
ister, has resigned as chairman of the 
Stillman board of trustees and has been 
succeeded by Robert L. Peters, Kings- 
port, Tenn., business man. 
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MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 


John Wesley 


The Radio and Film Commission of 
the Methodist Church, in cooperation 
with J. Arthur Rank and Religious 
Films, Ltd., are to be congratulated on 
their presentation of John Wesley, the 
Technicolor dramatic biography of the 
founder of Methodism, produced during 
the past year to commemorate the 250th 
Anniversary of his birth (1703). 





WESLEY STAR—The English actor, Leonard 

Sachs, plays the lead in the John Wesley 

film, which marks the 250th anniversary of 
Wesley’s birth.—RNS Photo. 


The film shows evidence of the most 
careful preparation, if one can judge 
from the sequence of events portrayed, 
even to direct quotes from Wesley’s 
Journal found in the dialogue, inci- 
cidents in their proper settings and the 
consideration given to the choice of the 
most telling biographical data, inclusion 
of the persons who played a significant 
part in the life of Wesley, such as fam- 
ilv and associates and many other details 
which fully authenticate the whole pro- 
duction. 

From the burning of the Epworth par- 
sonage when the six years old boy was 
rescued as “a brand plucked from the 
burning” to the time near his end (he 
died in 1791) when John Wesley bids 
farewell to Dr. Thomas Coke sailing 
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from Bristol with his helpers to supervise 
the work of the Methodists in the New 
World, we follow this great little man. 
We see him as the Oxford student, the 
seeker after God, the finder of the “Inner 
Witness,” the calm, courageous, intrepid 
and ceaselessly active missioner of Christ 
who claimed the world for his parish and 
helped to change the social, moral and 
religious face of 18th Century England. 
The choice of Leonard Sachs to por- 
tray John Wesley is most fortunate be- 
cause of the similarity of stature and fea- 
tures as recorded in paintings, engrav- 
ings and other mementoes of the great 
evangelist. The interpretation given to 
the role is that of spiritual strength and 
courageous dignity, as it should be. A 
very good cast including some well-known 
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British actors, contributes to the success 
of the story, whether it involves only a 
few or large groups of people under 
varied circumstances. Because it was 
filmed in England where many of the 
buildings, churches and other places in 
which Wesley moved and lived still exist, 
the biography acquires even closer iden- 
tification. All of these factors contribute 
to make John Wesley one of the most 
valuable religious films of our times. 

While it was initially conceived for 
use in the Methodist Church, it is to be 
made available to all other denomina- 
tional agencies, groups and institutions. 
Theater showings can be assured through 
the sponsorship of local committees and 
it is to be hoped that this advantage will 
be fully used. FOR: Family. 
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am ae , | Care and Counseling 
. Durham, N.C. = L-11 : to July 20-30, 1954 


? Sea = AN OPPORTUNITY FOR— 
Discussion . . . Study . . . Research 


MENTION ad DESIGNED FOR— 


CHANGES - Pastor .. . Chaplain. . . Student Worker 


H. Bruce Fisher, formerly of the North- Tuition, room and board for ten day clinic—$50.00 


minister church, Rock Hill, S. C., now Guvend Gitner For information and application write: 
serves the Williamson, W. Va., church. 


J. Edward Craig from Bessemer City, UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


N. C., to the Effingham, S. C., church. 3401 Brook Road, Richmond 27, Viraini 
Newton P. Cox, Jr., formerly of the ss a 


Reformed Episcopal church (Memorial, 
Philadeiphia, Pa.), is pastor of the 


Marion, Ala., church. 

Cecil Culverhouse, who has been study- 1837 DAVIDSON COLLEGE 
ing in Scotland, is now at 5144 Seventh 
Court South, Birmingham 6, Ala. 

Joe Brooks from Wilson, N. C., to 1215 SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE 
Planters St., Rocky Mount, N. C. 

J. S. Davis from Long Beach, Miss., to TO QUALIFIED APPLICANTS 
1532 Thornton Ave., Gulfport, Miss. 

Algernon Killough from Hughes, Ark., . P : 
to Oakland. a John R. Cunningham, President Davidson, N. C. 

W. W. Williamson from Paducah, Ky., 
to 823 New Hampshire Ave., Lynchburg, 
Va., Westminster church. 


C. Groshon Gunn, formerly of Kansas > FLORA MACDONALD 
City, Mo., is now serving as pastor-at- CONS 
large in the Miami, Fla., area. Address: gee co EGE 
Perrine, Fla. LL 


Thompson 8B. Southall, formerly of : . ° 
New Orleans, has begun his work as exe- ; ae , Red Springs, North Carolina 


cutive secretary of Concord Presbytery, : An Accredited Four-Year Liberal 
Box 68, Statesville, N. C. ‘ FAYETT Ve 
Henry Wade DuBose, retired president STE RY, ty i Arts College 


of the Assembly's Training School, will 
serve as the interim minister at the First vail B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 
church, Wilmington, N. C. ‘ Christian Education for Christian 


AUSTIN LECTURER oa Living and Service 
Paul Louis Lehmann, director of grad- P { MarsHALL Scott Woopson, President 

uate studies at Princeton Seminary, will ; ‘ aittin tava =< 

be the Settles lecturer in missions and 

evangelism at Austin (Texas) Seminary 


next year. 3 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S 
rlAddison H. Lelteh, dean of Pittsburgh: TRAINING SCHOOL 


Xenia Theological Seminary (United Summer Session 1954 August 2-13 


Presbyterian), Pittsburgh, Pa., has been . Sa ee . eter . ee 7 F ie “gee 
sense weesideet of the tmetiiniien to Courses in Bible, Christian Education, Church Music, Religious 
succeed George A. Long in September, Drama taught by men and women of distinction in their fields. 
1955. Write for bulletin. 
OCEs PATRICK H. CARMICHAEL, Director of Summer Session 
Leone Falls, Central church, Mobile, 3400 Brook Road Richmond 27, Virginia 
Ala., is now Mrs. Wiliam Rawson., 157-A 
South Sage Ave., Mobile, Ala. 
Virginia Cheney, Orlando, Fla., will be- 
come director of Christian education in 


the First church, St. Petersburg, Fla., - = @ whose alumni are serving God and 
June 15, succeeding Virginia Albertson, ; F ye 3 

who is now working as a recreational P } man in pulpits throughout the world... 
leader in the armed services in the i ¢ ia 

Japanese theatre. ; 


GOWN S : Presbyterian College 


«Pulpit and Choir- 
aati ities “me Macshell W. Brown, frestdent Ciaten, Souts Cavite 


RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


BI crore rerntere Sele KING COLLEGE 


Epeereceemertes « VEGiante Presbyterian @ Coeducational @ Founded 1867 
ae Hangings - Communion Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully 
Sets . Altar Brass Goods accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business education. FOUR 
Es eenkiegs TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant 
bg 1 in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work, Sixty-acre campus. Intramural sports. 
all sn | CHURCH GOODS Dormitories. Summer session. Catalog and illustrated booklet. Board, 
C G48 surriy company ‘6 room, and tuition $730. 


RCH STREET. PHILADELPHIA 7, PA R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 


















































THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








